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AFCC Receives
Domestic Violence Grant

The State Justice Institufe has awarded
AFGC a $200,000 research grant to
develop infoermation for the nation’s courts
on the effective resolution of custody and
visitation disputes in divorce and post-
divorce civil actions and actions between
unrnarried partners where there have been

~etances and/or allegations of domestic

\_, juse. Courts in Minneapolis, Minnesota
Al

nd Portland, Oregon will serve as the
research sites. '

Objective information about the effec-
tiveness of mediation and adjudication is
needed to guide state courts in developing
policies in what has become a heated de-
bate between proponents of mediation who
see this process as empowering women {o
assert their interests in a neutral setting and
advocates for abused women wha argue
that the deeply embedded power dynamics
of the relationship lead to subtle coercion, ill-
advised tradeoffs, agreements that are un-
fair to the victim, and potential further abuse.

Dr. Adele Harrell, senior research asso-
ciate at the Urban Instifute, Washington, DG
will serve as the principal investigator and
Peter Salem, Director of the Rock County,
W1 Family Court Services will serve as proj-
ect director. Dr. Harrell currenily directs two
SJl-sponsored studies on domestic violence
issues: an evaluation of court-ordered treat-
ment for domestic violence offenders and an
evaluation of strategies for improving the
effectiveness of civil protection orders for
domestic violence victims. Mr. Salern has
worked closely with local domestic abuse
coalition and shelter staff members.

A seven member advisory panel will

‘ /\ ' view field work plans and materials to en-

ire that the design and field work proto-

“~—gols are appropriate. The panel has been

selected 1o represent diverse points of view
and experiences. Panel members include
Shelia Kuehi, JD, managing director of the
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Southern California Women's Law Center,
a nonprofit legal services organization spe-
cializing in domestic viclence, family law, sex
discrimination and reproductive freedom
cases; Daniel Saunders, Ph.D., Associate
Professor at the University of Michigan
where he is currenily teaching graduate level
courses on domestic violence and conduct-
ing research on treatments for men who
batter and posttraumatic stress in battered
women; Joan Kelly, Ph.D., Executive Direc-
tor Northern California Mediation Genter,
co-author of Surviving the Breakup and
principal investigator of the Divorce and
Mediation Project; Janet Johnston, Ph.D.,
Director of Research for the Center for Fam-
ilies in Transition and co-author of /mpasses
of Divorce; Russell Schoeneman, Ph.D.,
Director Maricopa County Conciliation Ser-
vices; Hon. Susan Snow, President of AFCC
and Associate Judge Cook County Circuit
Court; and David Levy, Esq., President Na-

“Yional Council for Children’s Rights.

Participation in the project will be volun-
tary. Project participants will be screened for
eligibility at initial contact by specially trained
research staff. Screening will be designed to
identify cases in which domestic violence is
a current or prior issue and to eliminate
cases with a history or risk of severe vio-
lence. Cases involving terroristic acts and
those in which victims report fear of immi-
nent violence will not be considered eligible
and will be dropped from the sample.

The 21 month project will result in a com-
prehensive report on the project’s findings.
The report will identify key questions and
policy and procedural issues for the most
effective disposition of these cases.

To receive further information about the
project, contact: Peter Salem, AFCC Project
Director, or Ann Milne, AFCC Executive
Director, 329 W. Wilson St., Madison, Wi
53703, (608) 251-4001.
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Editors: Ann L. Milne
Rebecca Greeniee
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Dues Are Due

AFCC 1992 dues notices were sent
the first of December. Please remit
your dues as soon as. possible and
save us the cost of having to send a
reminder notice. Tax deductible con-
tributions may be‘ériclosed with your
dues and will help AFCC to expand
our services and reach new mem-
bers. This is also a good time to sign
up a new member or to give a gift
membership.

Individual $95/year
Institutional $180/year
(provides 3 copies of Review,
Newsletter, ete.)

Student $30/year
Life $600
{may be paid in two installments})

CA CHAPTER DUES

Individual $25/year
Institutional $50/year
Student $5/year
AZ CHAPTER DUES

Individual $20/year
Institutional $40/year
KS CHAPTER DUES

Individual $25/year
Institutional $50/year

Remit in US funds to:

AFCC
329 W. Wilson Street
Madison, Wi 53703




AFCC
ANNUAL ™
CONFERENCE

““The Family Court of the Future”
| May 6-9, 1992

Hilton Beach & Tennis Resort
San Diego, CA

THE FAMILY COURT OF THE FUTURE will
be the theme of AFCC’s 29th annual con-
ference May 6-9, 1992 at the San Diego
Hilton Beach and Tennis Resort. Murray
Bloom, conference chairperson, has hasted
a number of successful AFCC conferences
and intends to make this conference one
that participants will long remember.

A pre-conference Advanced Mediation
Training Program will be held Wednesday,
May 8, 1992 from 9am-5pm. Trainers in-
clude Joan Kelly, Donald Saposnek, Hugh
Mclsaac and Robert Benjamin. Registration
for the pre-conference is $55.

The annual conference will be led off
by Dr. William Hodges, popular AFCC
presenter and author of his latest book,
Interventions for Children of Divorce. Other

The AFCC Newsletter is published four
times a year in January, April, July and
October. News items should be sent by
the 15th of the month preceding publica-
tion to Newsletter Editor, Ann L. Milne,
328 W. Wilson Sireet, Madison, W1 53703,
(608) 251-4001.

AFCC Newsletter
Advertising Rates

Advertising copy must be received by the
15th of the menth preceding publication,
Send your camera-ready advertising copy
and payment in US funds to:

AFCC

329 W. Wilson Street
Madison, Wl 53703

Fullpage .................... $350
Halfpage .................... $250
Thirdpage ..............._... $125

Sixthpage ................ ... $75

presenters include isolina Ricci, author of
Mom’s House—Dad’s House; Alan Adler
and Christine Archambauli, co-authors of
Divorce Recovery; Joan Kelly; Donald
Saposnek; Hon. Don King, California Court
of Appeals; Hon. Len Edwards, San Jose,
CA; Hon. Benjamin Mackoff, Cook County,
IL; Hon. Mike Towne, Hawaii Unified Fam-
ily Court; and Noeil Phelan, President, Cali-
fornia Association of Marriage and Family
Therapists.

Workshops will include “Models of Juve-
nile and Domestic Court,” ‘‘Attorney Inter-
viewing Techniques,” “Judicial Settiement
Techniques,” “Private Counselors and
Court Cases,” "Comprehensive Update on
Family and Children of Divorce Research,”
“Child Support Issues,” “Use of Child
Custody Evaluations,” “Administration of
Family Gourt Services,” “Dormnestic Viclence
Task Forces,” and “Cross Cultural Dy-
namics in Mediation.”

Conference Registration prior to 3-10-92
for AFCC members is $180; non-members
$200. After 3-10-92 member registration is
$195; non-members $215. For further infor-
mation contact: Murray Bloom, Family Court
Services, 1501 Sixth Ave., San Diego, CA
92101, (619) 557-2125,

San Diego Conference
Includes Work and Play

AFCC conference schedules are always
packed full with workshops and educational
sessions. This year conference planners are
taking advaniage of the Hilton Hotel’s resort
setting and adding several other optional
activities to help invigorate mind and body.

The First Annual AFCC Fun Run/Walk
will be held during the conference. Partici-
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pants in the 5K run/walk will receive an offi-
cial AFCC T-shirt. Other optional activities
wilt include a trip to Tijuana, Mexico and a
boat ride on the bay. The Finals of the
America’s Cup will also be held during our
time in San Diego. Conference planners are

looking info an optional boat trip to review the—<.

competition. Further information onthe C
races may be obtained by calling 1-80. ./
862-6652. -

The Hilton Beach and Tennis Resort is
located on Mission Bay, one of San Diego’s
most beautiful water spots and only 10 min-
utes from the airport. The 4,600 acre hotel
grounds include an aquatic preserve featur-
ing beautiful beaches, secluded coves and
lushly landscaped parks. Conference room
rates are $114 + tax single or double. Call
(619) 2764010 for reservations and request
the AFCC conference rate.

SJi Offers
Judicial Scholarships

The State Justice Institute is reserving up
io $100,000 to support an expetimenial
judicial education scholarship program in
fiscal year 1992. The Institute will fund up to
75% of the total cost of attending a program
(inciuding travel, tuition, lodging, meals and
other necessary expenses), up fo a maxi-
mum of $1,500 per scholarship. Judges
interested in obtaining a scholarship must
submit the application form (Form S1), pref—
erably 60 days in advance of the progra
The applicant must obtain the written cc
currence of the Chief Justice of his or hef™
state. Contact the State Justice Institute,
1650 King Street, Suite 600, Alexandria, VA
22314, (703) 684-6100.



Member Profile

Arizona Chapter President, Frances
Bernfeld, is one of those electric people who
is charged with energy. In addition to her
position as a therapist and mediator with the
Conciliation Court in Tucson, AZ, Frances
has been teaching a PAIRS ¢lass for couples
and individuals. The class focuses on the
prevention of marital breakdown. She also
serves as the Community Relations Coor-
dinator for the Concifiation Court and
organized the Gourt’s first educational pro-
gram for parents and children experiencing
divorce. Frances coordinated the develop-
ment of the popular video **For Your Chil-
dren’s Sake,” which is used by a number of
courts as a part of the divorce orientation
program. She has served on the Arizona
chapter of AAMFT and has been a presenter
at several of AAMFT’s national conferences.
She is fluent in Spanish and lived in Spain
for several years following her marriage.

SPOTLIGHT SERIES

Divorced now, Frances has a daughter who
is studying law. Similar to her professional
life, Frances’ home life is alsc very full. She
recently completed a SCUBA diving class
and laves to travel. lronically, she met fellow
AFCC member Lolly Levit while traveling on
a professional seminar to Russia sponsored
by well-know family therapist James Framo.
Frances and Dr. Levit have enjoyed being
able to keep in touch through AFCC confer-
ences and most recently when Dr. Levit
attended the Arizona chapter meeting in
Sedona. And for those of us who enjoy
Spanish cuisine, we can thank Frances for
introducing paella and sangria to our culi-
nary fare. Frances ran a Spanish restaurant
for 10 years and helped to popularize these
tastes in the U.3.! Thank you, Frances for all
of your contributions. Your energy lit up the
Sedona conference.

Part | -

Albuquerque Court Clinic Guidelines

Several family court programs have devel-

oped informational guidelines to give to dis-

puting parents concerning the needs of
“hildren at different ages. This Newsletter

Qatums the Second Judicial District Court
Clinic in Albuguerque, New Mexico.

The Albuquerque Court Ciinic provides
written guidslines to parents before the
mediation process. The handout describes
the mediation process, defines basic terms
such as “jeint legal custody” and *“time-
sharing,” and provides information about dif-
ferent timesharing plans, the implications of
poor parenting plans and the needs of chil-
dren at different ages.

The Court Clinic program begins with an
orientation for parents, following which they
are assigned a mediator. The mediation ses-
sions begin with a discussion of legal cus-
tody. In New Mexico, the law favors joint
fegal custody, however, this is one of the
most misunderstood concepls among par-
ents. Joint legal custedy in New Mexico
means that parents share major decision
making in five areas of their child’s life:
residence, education, non-emergency med-
ical and dental care, religion and recreation.
As each area is discussed the mediator and
parties refer to “‘periods of responsibility”—
the time each parent has the child under the
parenting plan.

Suidelines ‘
1 Residence The name of the city in which
the child lives will be listed. The child will live

in that city until both parents agree ctherwise
or the court enters an order allowing the child
to move.

Education Both parents must agree on
the school or day care the child will attend.
To maintain stability for the child each par-
ent should use the same provider for regular
day care. Each parent must take responsi-
bility for maintaining contact with teachers
and day care providers and should notify the
school of both parent’s current address and
ask that information be sent to both parents.

Non-emergency medical, dental, or psy-
chological care Parents should continue
with the child’s same doctor, dentist, or
therapist after separation and divorce. If a
new provider must be chosen, both parents
should cobtain information and together
decide who will pravide the child’s care and
treatment. This creates less confusion re-
garding records and minimizes the chance
for different providers to prescribe conflicting
medication.

Religion Whatever the parent’s religion
was at the time of the marriage or com-
mencement of the relationship should be
considered the child’s religion. This may
mean no religion is declared. A child may
attend church services with a parent but can-
not officially join a different religion or be
given formal classes in church doctrine.

Recreation |If either parent wants the child
to be enrolled in a recreational activity, they
must first get the permission of the other
parent. Both parents must agree that the
child will get to all practices and activities
during his or her time of responsibility.

The Ceurt Clinic guidelines point out that
the best way to make changes is in writing
with a description of the activity, who is in
charge, and the time commitments. If the
parent receiving written nctification says
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“no” he or she should provide an explana-
tion of the reason. A “yes’ means the parent
agrees with the change and will be support-
ive of the other parent as it is implemented.

Sole Legal Custody On occasion, sole
legal custody is recommended for reasons
such as: one parent is seriously physically
or mentally ill and unabie to participate in
decision making; one parent is living too far
away to make communication practical; or
the level of hostility between parents is so
high that cormmmunication is impossible. The
parent without legal custody should still be
consulted and involved in decisions con-
cerning the child. However, that parent does
not have to give permission for a change in
the status quo unless the change will inter-
fere with time-sharing.

Time-Sharing Once legal custody is nego-
fiated, the parents discuss time-sharing, or
periods of responsibility. Parents should
keep in mind such things as the child’s age
and temperament, the logistics of imple-
menting a given schedule and the amount
of contact that will be required between par-
ents to carry out the schedule. Parenis
should also recognize that plans may need
to be revised as children’s needs change,
typically every two years.

The Court Clinic guidelines provide sum-
maries of children’s needs at the develop-
mental stages of: under 18 months; eighteen
months to two years; ages two to five; the
grade school years; and junior/senior high
years. These guidelines will appear in the
next issue of the Newsletter.

For a copy of the guidejines or additional
information, contact Family Court Clinic, 415
Tieras NW, 2nd Fl., Albuquerque, NM
87103 (505) 841-7409.



President’s Letter

Dear Friend and Colleagues;

Our work exposes us daily to the painful
realities of divorce. Lately, that reality is fre-
quently made more difficult for families
because of job iosses and terrible economic
stresses. Those concerns make the provi-
sion of established alternatives to litigation
more important than ever for families in
dispute. Our empathic assistance at these
doubly stressful fimes is of enormous value.

We are all touched by the difficult eco-
nomic conditions. For many of us in the
courts, our budgets limit conference fravel.
We hope you'll be able to plan for time with
us this year in San Diego. The value of our
conferencing in AFCC always seems to sur-
pass the dollar cost.

As | write, | am preparing for an exciting
trip to Jerusalem to address the Congress
of the International Association of Marital
Therapists. My topics put me right at home
with AFCC philosophy and | am looking for-
ward 1o this opportunity to share our muki-
disciplinary maodel.

1 have just returned from a truly exciting -

experience conferencing with the Arizona
Chapter in Sedona. Their annual meeting
was a multi-dimensional success. It's always
exciting to see that ‘light go on’ for those
experiencing AFCC for the first time and it’s
even nicer to spend time with those who
have made AFCC a special place for me
since the beginning. it was a professional
treat to visit Pima County’s (Tucson) Con-
ciliation Court in action and a personal treat
to make s0 many new Arizona friends. I'm
grateful to Fran Bernfeld, outgoing chapter

President, Linda Kerr and Judge Peggy
Houghton for making this opportunity
possible.

What we learned from the well developed

theme of that Sedona meeting, “Resolvin/\

Ethical Dilemmas . . . 7, was that our diler

tween two or more sets of values. We, as
professionals, have an obligation to attend
1o certain established ethical codes. In our
work with families, these values often come
into conflict with our human values. The
voice of the Arizona conferees seemedtoex-
prass the consensus that one of the human
values which rnust rise to pricrity in these
conflicts is a concern for the needs of chil-
dren. Though the respective disciplines tend
to assign fo the ‘others’ the responsibility for
making the wrong choices, in the end, we all
have the opportunilty to make life’s critical
choices individually everyday. May we all
make them from a caring heart.

Until we meet again in San Diego, be kind
to each other.

Your President,
Susan Snow

Using Games in Custody Evaluations

The last issue of the Newsletter featured a
story about games used in the custody eval-
uation process. This issue features The Story
Telling Game, submitted by Nina Jean
Barretf, M.A., Family Court Services, Dalfas,
Texas.

Games are a universal form of recreation
~and one of a child’s first forms of commu-
- nication with others. The basic function of

games is to intensify human experience in
ways that are relatively safe. lt is this factor
" that makes games an extremely useful tool
for the custedy evaluator who must be able
to reach through the confusion, anxiety, and
protective shell a child may present in the
wake of the parent’s decision to divorce.

One such tool used by the Dalias Farnily

Court Services staff is THE STORYTELL-
" ING GAME. The most effective age range is
from four to eleven; the upward ages being
mora prone to defensiveness and the reali-

" zation that their stories can be revealing.
The game consists of twenty-four picture
cards, twenty depicting various common
scenes devoid of humans or animals, and
four blank scenes. The players are each
given five reward chips with additional chips

being acquired through the storytelling pro-

cess. The child earns chips for a story about

the picture and an additional chip for a les-
son or moral to the created story.

There is an allowance for flexibility and
modification of the rules to accommodate
those children who are resistant. The cus-
tody evaluator, while instructing the child to
present a story from their own imagination,
can utilize the stories as a point of departure
to elicit discussion and inquiry. In addition to
direct discussion with the child, the game
can be a particularly useful assessment tool,
especially in verbally limited children with
regard to such aspects as:

* with whom the child has close
attachments.

» the way a child views him or herself as
seen by the significant individuals in his
or her life.

» how the child relates with parents,
siblings, etc.

* routine scenarios in the child’s life.
Further information about The Storytell-

ing Card Game may be obtained from Cre-

ative Therapeutics, 155 County Roead,

Cresskill, N.J. 07626-1317 or by ielephon-

ing: 1-800-544-8162.
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JOB ANNOUNCEMENT

The Greater Boston Legal Services is seeking
a Family Law Managing Attorney to manage its
Family and Individual Rights Unit. This person
will supervise and be responsible for implement-
ing unit priorities, coordinating all advocacy, in-
cluding legistative and administrative, on behalf
of family law clients; maintain a reasonable case-
load; and supervise and direct staff attorneys,
paralegals and support personnel assigned to the
Unit. Qualifications include a minimum of 5 years
family law experience, membership in the Massa-
chusetts Bar or eligibility, good legal, adminis-
traiive and supervisory skills and a commitrnent
to legal services for the poor. Send resume to
Marie Renna, Greater Boston Legal Services, 68
Essex St., Boston, MA 02111, (617) 357-5757.

Corrections

Linda Girdner’s phone number inthe -
Directory should be (202) 331-2667.

Douglas McNish’s namé was inadver-
tently omitted as a co-chairperson of
AFCC’s Domestic Abuse Committee.

;e

mas frequently represent the conflict be.__
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Chapter
News

KANSAS CHAPTER. The Kansas Chapter
Board has selected the theme, “Should
There Be A Family Court?”” on which to
focus programs and efforts for this coming
year. Helen Wahl, chapter President, writes
that a brochure has been developed for pro-
spective members with both state and na-
tional information.

A social gathering was held in November,
1991, hosted by “Topper” Johntz, Jr. and
his wife, Linda. A seminar, “Parental Aliena-
tion Syndrome—lis Diagnosis and Applica-
tion,” was coordinated by the Hon. James
Beasley and co-sponsored by the Wichita
Bar Association and repeated in Topeka with
the assistance of Judge Buchele. The an-
nual chapier meeting will be held in June,

.ewsletters will be mailed in January and
June, supplemented by letters from the
president.

-C‘QQZ on the topic “Meeting of the Minds.”

ARIZONA CHAPTER. The Arizona Chapter
recently held its annual meeting in Sedona -
at the Poco Diablo Resort. Chapter Presi-
dent Frances Bernfeld reporis that the con-
ference was well attended. AFCC President
Hon. Susan Snow and Leonore Levit at-
tended from out of state. The conference
theme “Resolving Ethical Dilemmas: Inno-
vations in Family Dispute Resolution”
focused on the controversies that frequently
arise at the point of interface between the
legal and mental health professions.

CALIFORNIA CHAPTER. AFCC's Califor-
nia chapter recently held its annual meeting
in Santa Barbara. The topic of the confer-
ence was “Embracing Diversity: Culture and
Cultural Competence.” Family Law Gom-
missioner Maria-Elena James, San Fran-
cisco, was the plenary presenter. Her topic
was “Why Diversity?” This presentation was
the prelude to workshops such as “The
Development of a Bicultural Identity” (Jose
Flores), “Prejudice Reduction™ (Ken Cloke),

. ZUnlumping the Asians’ (Kathryn imahara,
i larcia Choo, Vincent Reyes and Vu Duc

uoing), “‘Law Office as Culture” (Woody
Mosten), and “Cross Cultural Issues in
Parenting™ (Jan Gates). The 1993 confer-
ence will be held January 31-February 1 in
Sonoma.

Mediation in South Carolmé

The Scuth Carolina Bar Foundation -

recently funded a project to formalize and
promote the previously ad hoc custody/
visitation mediation project in Charleston

‘County. The South Carolina Council for

Mediation and Dispute Resolution was
founded in 1990 and obtained a Bar Foun-
dation Grant to develop a model Family
Court, currently being tested in Charleston
County. Chief Administrative Judge for
Charleston County, L. Mendel Rivers, Jr. is
now referring all suitable custody/visitation
cases to a panel of mediators. A couple is
referred to mediation by the Court at an early
status conference or temporary hearing. The
attorneys select a mediator from an ap-
proved list of trained and qualified media-
tors. The average mediation takes between
two and four hours and generally is con-
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cluded in two sessions. A memorandum of
agreement is prepared, executed by the
parties, and forwarded to the attorneys for
review and approval. If approved by the
attorneys, the agreement is presenied for
approval by the Court in the usual fashion.

The project has successfully organized a
statewide network of attorneys and judges
to promote mediation; formalized a simple
and efficient private pay mediation model
which does not require the expenditure of
state funds for its administration; established
criteria for mediaior qualifications; and
established standards of practice. AFCC
members Cotton Harness, 1ll, Julie Harness,
Donna Upchurch and Hon. Gene Morehead,
lIl have been instrumental in implementing
these South Carolina reforms.

Hamilton, Ontario Mediation Project Update

A three year mediation research project
has been established at the Unified Family
Court in Hamilton, Ontaric to compare the
results of mediation offered in Hamiltontoa
fitigation conirol site in St. Catherines, Ontar-
i0. The project, directed by Lorraine Martin
and located in the Unified Family Court-
house, offers comprehensive voluntary
mediation services of custody and access
issues and financial, support and property
division.

The data will enable the Ontario govern-
ment to develop public policy on the role of
mediation in the family [aw process. Media-
tion services are provided without charge by
social workers who have been trained in the
mediation process and family law issues. All
clients requesting comprehensive mediation
must have independent legal counsel dur-
ing mediation.

In response io concermns by women's
groups, steps have been taken o ensure
that women who choose to mediate will be
protected. Those steps include a recognition
that assault is a criminal issue and should be
dealt with under the Criminal Code; the iden-
fification and removal of couples from medi-
ation who have experienced domestic
violence or other forms of power imbalance
which would prevent them from bargaining
on an equal footing; and a series of special
fraining sessions for mediation staff enabling
them to identify and screen out couples who
can’t bargain equally.
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The service model, begun in February,
1991, has three special feaiures:

1. a separate and early response
intake phase,

2. individual intake meetings to determine .
Informed consent and suitability.

3. weekly intake review meetings,
biweekly case review and legal
consultation meetings.

The evaluation component of the project
includes an assessment of the process and
the results of mediation as compared to
litigation. Questicnnaires will be completed
at three points in the process including & one
year follow-up afier initial resolution of the
dispute to determine durability of agree-
ments, cost, satisfaction of clients and im-
pact on women.

The accomplishments to date have heen
exciting and satisfying, according o Ms.
Martin. The challenge of change, adjustment
and new direction have required a great deal
of flexibility from staff, the bar and the judi-
ciary. Frustrations and new problems cre-
ated by new solutions have inevitably
accompanied this process. The strong sup-
port provided by Court Reform, the integrity
and openness of the Unifigd Family Court
and the Hamilton Bar are acknowledged as
key contributors to the success of the project.



MEETINGS AROUND THE WORLD

IUFO Conference on “‘Legal Rights of Families’’

The International Union of Family Organi-
zations (IUFO} in collaboration with the
government of Poland will be hosting a con-
ference in Warsaw, Poland March 6-8, 1992
on “The Legal Rights of Families.” This
international conference will bring together
experts who will reflect on the legal instru-
menis of a Declaration on the Rights of

Families on the occasion of the International
Year of the Family—1994. Participants will
discuss the rights of families in international
documents and in national constitutions and
the rights of families in religion. This con-
ference was preceded by a conference in
Nicosia, Cyprus in September 1921 on “The
Social Rights of Families” and will be fal-

IUFO Commission Focuses on
‘““Marriage Across Frontiers™

May 18-21, 1992

The [UFO Commission on Marriage and
Interpersonal Relationships will be hosting
a Commission meeting May 18-21, 1992 in
Newcastle, Northern Ireland on “Marriage
Across Frontiers: National Ethnic and Reli-
gious Differences in Partnership.” The con-
ference will discuss the implications of
“mixed” marriage for pariners, their children
and others concerned with these families.
Keynote papers will be presented by Pro-
fessor Peter Stringer of Queen's University,

Belfast and Professor Augustin Barbara of
the University of Nantes, France. Accom-
modations and meals will be provided at the
Slieve Donard Hotel in Newcastle. Full con-
ference registration and accommodations
and meals is £260 Sterling. Registration
should be sent to Mr. William Curran,
CMAC, 56 Lisburn Road, Belfast BT9 GAF,
Northern Ireland. Tel: {44 232) 23.30.02
Fax: (44 232) 32.81.13.

international Congress on Family Therapy:

Divorce and Remarriage

March 29-April 3, 1992
Jerusalem, Israel

The 6th International Congress on Fam-
ily Therapy sponsored by The International
Family Therapy Association will be held
March 29-April 3, 1992 in Jerusalern, lsrael.
AFGC member Susan Zaidel is serving as
co-chairperson of the Cengress. AFCC
President Hon. Susan Snow will be a fea-
fured presenter. Other presenters inc¢lude
Constance Ahrons; Howard Irving, Florence
Kaslow, Douglas Sprenkle, Emily and John
Visher, Janet Walker, and Judith Wallerstein.
Kibbutz Ma’ale Hahamisha Guest House in
the Jerusalem Hills, approximately 20 min-
utes from Jerusalem will serve as the site of

the workshops. The kibbutz has an inter-
national reputation as a convention and
resort site. The Ramada Renaissance will
serve as the site of the Congress. All work-
shops and the Congress will be in English.
Registration Fees are $290 US and double
room occupancy for two nights is $245 per
person. Travel arrangements may be made
from the US with Tzell Travel, 70 W. 36th St.,
New York, NY 10018, (800) 288-7908 and
from Canada with Conference Travel of
Canada, Ltd., 102 Bloor St. West, Toronto,
Ont M55 1M8, (416) 922-8161.
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lowed by a meeting in Curitiba, Parana,
Brazil, November 22-26, 1992 on “The
Economic Righis of Families.” For further
information contact the IUFO Secretary
General’s office: 28, place Saint-Georges,
F—75009 Paris, France, Tel: (33.1)48.78.0759
Fax: (33.1)42.82.95.24.

REVISED DATES FOR

NORTHEAST
REGIONAL
CONFERENCE

November 12-14, 1992
Baltimore, Maryland

““Jekyll & Hyde:
Appearance vs. Reality”’

FEATURING

Ann Graffam Walker, Ph.D,
Forensic Linguist
Specializing in
Courtroom Communications
Communications in the Courtroom
Interviewing Children
Child as Witness

CONTACT: &'(

Aza Howard Butler :
801 Dairy Road

Par] 21120

3
Family Division
Superior Court
28 Grand Street
Hartford, CT 06106
(203) 566-7973




-Courts in the Fax Lane

"~ The use of facsimile machines in the
United States is on the rise. Accordingto a
study conducted by the National Center for
State Courts, courts are making use of fax

. technology to improve or maintain access io
the courts, to allow judges to use time more
sfficiently and to provide speedy communi-
cation in rural districts. The Cenier studied
the use of fax services in Minnesota, Wash-
ingten, llinois, Colorado and Idaho. Fax
transmissions are used in trial and appellate
courts for such activities as filing documents,
sending child support orders to State en-
forcemeni agencies, issuing arrest and
search warrants, sending notices to aftor-
neys, transferring case files between courts,
preparing jury instructions, conducting legal
research and processing death penalty
appeals.

Most- courts lease or own facsimile
machines. However, in the Ninth Judicial
Disfrict of Colorado, the Jefferson County
Bar Association leased a plain paper fax for
the clerk of courts’ office and administers the
billing and collection of fax fees. The Bar
Association offers a fax subscription service
to members and nonmembers. In California,
private fax-filing services have sprung up

_==lose 10 courthouses to receive fax docu-
nis which are copied onto bond paper

: .d filed with the court by the service.

State and local rules have been developed
to govern the transmission of documents
through fax communications. Tips for suc-
cessful and cost-effective court fax opera-
tions include:

1. Purchase machines that print on plain
bond paper if at all possible.

2. Sheet cutter and de-curling feature are
very important with rolied paper machines.

3. Keep only one copy of the document in
the official file.

4. Set alimit on the number of pages that
can be faxed for a single transaction.

5. Install a surge protector. If electrical
fluctuations are common, use a dedicated
electrical circuit and a dedicated phone line.

6. Monitor all incoming transmissions and
provide timely turnaround of unacceptable
documentis.

7. Consider establishing a credit card
system to assure early and effective fee col-
lection. Include credit card company collec-
tion fee in the sender’s fee,

AFCC Joins South Africa Books Project

The growing importance of negotiation,
mediation and other forms of consensual
dispute resolution in South Africa in recent
years has created a need for books, journals,
training materials and other resources which
address community conflict management
and dispute resolution.

of oks Project was established to solicit and

i:! :The U.S.—South Africa Dispute Resolution

Ndtribute these materials and other dispute
resolution resources for the use of non-
government organizations active in conflict
management and dispute resolution in
South Africa.

The project is sponsored in the US by
Conflict Management Initiatives (CMi),
directed by Richard Salem and in South
Africa by the Community Dispute Resolution
Resource Committee (CDRRC) and the
Independent Mediation Service of South
Aftrica (IMSSA). AFCC and other organiza-
tions have been invited to co-sponsor the
project and to coniribute materials from each
organization’s respective library.

Contributions and inquiries should be
directed to Richard A. Salem, Conflict
Management Initiatives, 1225 Oak Avenue,
Evanston, IL 80202, (708) 869-2244; FAX
(708) 328-2064.
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8. Look for additional uses for your fax that
will save time and meney for your operation.

9. Don’t become the county ‘fax
mailbox.”

For a copy of “Courts inthe Fax Lane: The
Use of Facsimile Technoiogy in State
Courts,” contact Susan Koenig, National
Center for State Courts, Western Regional
Office, 220 Bush Street, Suite 1500, San
Francisco, CA 94104, (415) 392-7151; or
Kathy Schwartz, Deputy Chief of the Pro-
gram Division, State Justice Institute, 1650 -
King Street, Suite 600, Alexandria, VA
22314, (703) 684-6100.

AFCC Sympathies

AFCC members extend their
thoughts and sympathies to Stanley
Cohen, former AFCC Executive Direc-
tor, on the recent loss of his father.

AFCC was also recently advised of
the death of Cynthia J. Bell, Ph.D. Dr.
Bell had been employed as a coun-
selor, mediator and evaluator by the
Cook County, lllinois and Los Angeles
courts. A scholarship fund has been
established in her memory. The an-
nual award will be given by the School
of Social Work to a deserving female
doctoral candidate. Donations may be
sent to the Cynthia J. Bell, Ph.D.
Memorial Fund, University of [llinois
Foundation.




Resources

Mediation in Cases of Domestic Abuse:
Helpiul Option or Unacceptable Risk?
Final report of the Domestic Abuse and
Mediation Project assembled by the Maine
Court Mediation Service. Contact: Paul
Charbonneau, Court Mediation Service,
P.0. Box 328, Portland, ME 04101.

Shattered Dishes: Picking Up the
Pieces of our Parents’ Divorce, produced
by filmmaker Deborah Ellman is an interview
with three young adults talking about the
effects of their parents’ divorce. Video
length: 28 minutes. Rental: $50, Purchase:
$195. Contact: Fanlight Productions, 47
Halifax Street, Boston, MA 02130, (617)
524-8838.

Singlemother, A Newsletter. Subscrip-
tions: $11/year, six issues. Contact: Just Me
& You, Kid Pubiishing, 11111 J. Sossoman
Road, Midland, NC 28107, (704) 888-KIDS.

Parents, Children & Divoree, a workbook
program designed 1o help divorcing couples
work more cooperatively with each other
while focusing on what is in the best inter-
ests of their children. For costs and samples
contact: Porter-Thal Counseling and Medi-
ation Services, 1315 S. Howard Avenue,
Suite 101, Tampa, FL 33606.

Children Held Hostage: Dealing with
Programmed and Brainwashed Children,
written by Stantey Clawar and Brynne Rivlin
and published by the Family Law Section of
the American Bar Association. Purchase

price: $49.95. Contact: ABA Order Fuliill-
ment Dept., 750 N. Lake Shore Drive, Chi-
cago, IL 60611, {312) 988-5555.

Children in the Middle is a 30 minute
video depicting the most common situations
whereby children feel caught in the middie
of their parents’ divorce. A workbook accom-
panies the video and includes exercises for
families to adapt the remedial concepts and
methods taught in the video. Video purchase
price: $275. Contact: Marketing coordinator,
Ohio University Telecommunications Cen-
ter, 9 8. College Street, Athens, OH 45701,
(614) 593-4888.

What About the Children: A Guide for
Divorced and Divoreing Parents is a brief
summary from the professional and scien-
tific literature for divorcing parents. Written
by Professors of Psychology at Ohio Uni-

versity Donald Gordon and Jack Arbuthnot -

and endorsed by the National Council of
Juvenile and Family Court Judges, the
publication is available for $2. Contact;
Marketing Coordinator, Ohio University Tele-
communications Center, 9 South College
Street, Athens, OH 45701, (614) 593-4888.

Healing Your Life After Divorce is a
newsletter targeted to individuals recovering
from divorce. A complimentary copy will be
sent to professionals requesting a copy.
Subscription: $18/year. Contact: Sidney
Buckman, 62 Tonowanda, Flagstaff, AZ
86001, (602) 525-9666.

The Matrimonial Strategist is a news—y,
letter for family law practitioners edited i
Robert Kirkman Collins. Upcoming issu. 4
will discuss how to negotiate QDRO terms
and tax implications of a divorce. Com-
plimentary issues provided upon request.
Subscription: $85/year. Contact: (212)
463-5706.

Dispute Resolution: A Selected Bibli-
ography 198788 edition contains a com-
prehensive bibliography of over 1,000 arti-
cles written in the various fields of ADR
during 1989 and will include a brief summary
of each article’s contents as well as an easy-
to-use topical index. Also available on dis-
kette. Price: $8 1o subscribers of the Ohio
State Journal on Dispute Resolution, non-
subscribers $30. Contact: Bibliography
Editor: Ohio State Journal on Dispute Reso-
lution, 1659 N. High Street, Columbus, OH
43210, (614) 292-7170,

ABA Juvenile and Child Welfare Law
Reporter is a monthly digest of key deci-
sions in child welfare law by state and fed-
eral courts. The Reporter is targeted for the
attorney, judge, or child advocate handling
child abuse and neglect, juvenile delin-
quency, foster care, adoption, education, or
civil rights cases affecting children and
youth. Subscription: $166 for individuals (12
issues) or $140 institutions and agencies.
Contact: ABA Juvenile and Child Weliarem...
Law Reporter, 1800 M Street NW, Washir
ton, DC 200386, (202) 331-2250.
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SECOND EDITION:
Joint Custody and
Shared Parenting
Now Available

“This second edition of JOINT CUSTODY
AND SHARED PARENTING should be in
every family practitioner’s library. It brings
together the most important works on shared
custody and parenting. How satisfying fo find
S0 many valuable resources in one volume.”
—Isolina Ricci, Ph.D., Author Mom'’s House,
Dad’s House.

Joint Custody and Shared Parenting,
Second Edition, edited by Jay Folberg,
Dean of the University of San Francisco Law
School, is a thoroughly revised and updated
edition of this popular resource. This work
brings together the collected experience and
knowledge of child development experis,
therapists, mediators, researchars, econ-
omists and lawyers to examine the questions
and issues presented by joint custody. The
book provides crucial information for parents
and professionals. Contributing authors *
clude: Richard Gardner, Joan Kelly, Don )) .
Saposnek,2Joseph Goldstein, Howard Irvie. />
Janet Johnston, Hugh Mclsaac and Julien
Payne. Copies may be ordered from AFCC
for $19.00 plus shipping and handling. All
royaities have been donated to AFCC.



A Model for Assessing Court Performance

Economic realities and dwindling re-
sources have required organizations of all
types and sizes to reconsider how products
and services are delivered. More than ever,
the ability to remain competitive in the mar-
ketplace depends upon an ofganization’s
creativity in finding ways to do more with
fewer resources.

New organizational and management
technigques, most notably, strategic man-
agement, have been developed 1o respond
to this state of affairs. Components of stra-

~gic management include (1} a clear sense
lirection; (2) a unity of purpose; (3} a map
where the organization is heading; and,
@ a plan for how to get there. Management
decisions in a strategic system are proactive
and performance-based, arising from care-
ful analysis of data and results. Consumer
satisfaction is of prime importance.

Trial Court Performance Standards
were initially developed by the National
Center for State Courts and the Bureau of
Jugtice. The standards were developed to
assist courts in measuring and assessing
performance. Several state courts, including
the Superior Court of Maricopa, Arizona
have incorporated the standards into their
strategic managernent plans. The next issue
of the Newsletter will focus on Maricopa’s
application of the Standards.

Trial Court Performance Standards

The Standards are intended as guiding
principles for effective performance along
five key areas: (1) access to jusiice; (2) ex-
pedition and timeliness; (3) equality, fair-
ness, and integrity; (4) independence and
accountability; and (5) public trust and
canfidence.

1. Access to (justice) services
Courts should be open and accessible. This

" other public business openiy; that court
/A'Eities are safe, accessible, and conve-
“filent to use; that all who appear before them
are given the opportunity to participate
effectively without undue hardship or incon-
venience; that judges and other court per-

Ceans that they conduct their proceedings

sonnel are courteous and responsive to the
public, according respect to all with whom
they come into contact; and that the costs of
access to trial court proceedings and records
{measured in terms of money, time, or pro-
cedures) are reasonable, fair and affordable.

2. Expedition and Timeliness
Trial courts should meet their responsibilities
to everyone affected by their actions and

activities in a timely and expeditious manner. -

This means establishing and complying with
recognized guidelines for timely case pro-
cessing while keeping current with the
incoming caseload, disbursing funds
promptly, providing reports and information
according to required schedules, respond-
ing to requests for information and services
on an established schedule that assures
their effective use, and promptly implermnent-
ing changes in law and procedure.

3. Equality, Fairhess and Integrity

Trial courts should provide due process and
equal protection of the law to all who have
business before them. Integrity refers not
only 1o the [awfulness of court actions (e.g.
compliance with constitutional rights to ball,
legal representation, a jury trial, a record of
legal proceeding), but also to the results or
consequences of its orders. Therefore, trial
court procedures should faithiully adhere to
relevant laws, procedural rules, and estab-
lished policies. Jury lists should be repre-
sentative of the jurisdiction from which they
are drawn. Trial couris should give individual
attention to cases, deciding them without
undue disparity among like cases and upon
legally relevant factors. Their decisions
should unambiguously address the issues
preserted and clearly show how compliance
can be achieved. Trial courts should take
appropriate responsibility for enforcing their
orders. Finally, courts should maintain accu-
rate and properly preserved records of all
relevant court decisions and actions.

4. Independence and Accountability
The judiciary must assert and maintain its
distinctiveness as a separate branch of gov-
ernment. Courts must both control their
proper functions and demonstrate respect
for their co-equal partners in government. A
trial court possessing institutional indepen-
dence and accountability protects judges
from unwarranted pressures. This is not
likely to be achieved if the court is unwilling
or unable 1o mange itself. It must have effec-
tive leadership, operate effectively within the
state court system, develop action plans,
obtain appropriate resources, measure per-
formance, and account publicly for that
performance. Therefore, trial courts should
maintain their institutional integrity; observe
comity in government relations; responsibly
seek, use and account for resources; use fair
employment practices; inform the com-
munity, and anticipate new conditions or
emergent events, adjusting operations as
necessary.
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5. Public Trust and Confidence

Ideally, public trust and confidence stem
from the many coniacts citizens have with
the courts. Unfortunately, there is no guar-
antee that public perceptions reflect actual
court performance. Several constituencies
are served by the courts including the gen-
eral public, community opinion leaders,
those with direct knowledge of routine court
activities (e.g., attorneys, litigants, and judi-
cial officers) as well as other empioyees of
the court system. The public should perceive
the trial court and the justice it delivers as ac-
cessible. They should have confidence that
the basic trial couri functions are conducted
expeditiously and fairly and that its decisions
have integrity. Finally, the trial court should
be perceived to be independent, not unduiy
influenced by other components of govern-
ment, and accountable.

Member News

Jim Aflfini, former Director of Education
and Research for the Florida Dispute Reso-
lution Center, has been appointed Dean of
the Northern lllinois Law School. Jim had
been actively involved in the development of
mediation and arbitration legislation and
rules in Florida. Congratulations on the new
position!

Hon. Jim Beasley, Judge in Witicha, Kan-
sas had to miss the last AFCC Board mest-
ing because he was teaching in Bermuda.
We know it was a difficult choice to make but
look forward to seeing him in San Diego.

Hon. Fred Freedman, AFCC Board
member, has been appointed to the Con-
necticut Appellate Court. He formerly served -
as Chief Administrative Judge of the Fam-
ily Division of the Connecticut Supericr
Court. Judge Freedman has, unfortunately,
had to resign from the AFCC Board due to
his new duties. We wish him much success
in his new position.

Rich Mc Conomy, AFCC Board member
and attorney from Montreal, will be at the
head of the parade on Si. Patrick’s Day. He
will be serving as the Grand Marshall of the
168th Annual Consecutive Parade which will
attract a crowd of 750,000 people. Rich has
promised to hand out AFCC membership
invitations!

Hon. Susan Snow, AFCC President, has
become engaged to be married to Bill
Erickson, a Chicago attorney. The couple
will be married September 26, 1992. We
have also -been advised that Judge Snow
was recently selected as Honoree of the
Year by the Women’s Bar Association of Illi-
nois. Judge Snow recently returned from the
Arizona chapter conference in Sedona and
will scon be heading off to Israel for the Inter-
national Congress on Family Therapy. So
Bill thinks getting married is going to slow the
Judge down? Best wishes to you both. We
are very happy for you.



DATES TO
REMEMBER

March 12-15, 1992

May 7-10, 1992

June 11-14, 1992

June 18-21, 1992

July 9-12, 1992

July 23-26, 1992

July 36-Aug 3, 1982
Family Mediation Training
Gary Kirkpatrick and Anthony Picchioni
Contact: (214) 528-2830

March 13-17, 1992

April 3-7, 1992

May 11-15, 1992
Divorce Mediation Training
Zena Zumeta and Carl Schneider
Contaci: 1-800-852-1432

UPCOMING EVENTS

March 5-8, 1992

April 8-12, 1992

May 7-10, 1992

June 4-7, 1992
Family Mediation Training
Contact: John Lemmon
(510) 547-8089

March 19-22, 1992
Nationa! Council for Children’s Rights
Annual Conference
Washington, DC
Contact: NCCR
220 I Strest, NE
Washington, DC 20002

March 14, 1992
london
Family Mediator's Association Conference
Contact: Lisa Parkinson
The Old House
Rectory Gardens
Hensbury, Bristol, England BS10 7 AQ
0272 500140

Don't Forget The Pension...

Pensions Can Be Worth
More Than Houses!

Retirement plans are valuable marital property. A fair property
division must consider pension rights earned during marriage.
We provide accurate pension valuations for family mediators.

Qur pension valuation fee is only $100.

We analyze 1,200 pensions a year for mediators and
attorneys nationwide. Put our experience to work foryou! |

CALL (800) 221-6826

For immediate consultation and free publication:
A Mediator's Guide to Retirement Plans

Legal Economic Evaluations, Inc.

1000 Elwell Court #203 Palo Alto
(800) 221-6826  (415) 969-7682 Fax: (415) 969-0266

CA 94303
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March 29-April 3, 1992—Jersualem
Interdisciplinary Approaches to Divor.
Contact: Israel Association for Marital B

and Family Therapy
P.O. Box 29313
61292 Tel Aviv, Israel
FAX: 972-3-660804

Aprii 7-10, 1992
May 12-15, 1882
July 21-24, 1992
August 18-21, 1992
November 10-13, 1992
School Condlict Managers Training
Contact: The Community Board Program
1540 Market Sireet, Ste. 490
San Francisco, CA 94102
{(415) 552-1250

May 6-9, 1992—S8an Diego
1992 AFCC Annual Conference
Contact: Murray Bloom
1501 6th Ave.
San Diego, CA 92101
(619) 557-2125

October 21-24, 1992—Lubbock, TX
South Plains Assoc. Gov't.
Contact: Gene Valentini
P.0. Box 3730
Lubbock, TX 72452
(808) 762-8721

November 12-14, 1992
AFCC Northeast Regional Conference
Harrison’s Pier 5
Clarion Inn
Baltimore, Maryland
Contact: Aza Howard Butler
801 Dairy Road
Parkton, MD 21120
(301) 583-6578

Fall 1992—Mmneapolis area
AFCC North Central Regional Conference
Contact: Hon. Mary Winter
County Government Bldg.
Rm. 558
Minneapolis, MN 55487
{612) 348-7782

May 12-15, 1993—New Orleans
1993 AFCC Annual Conference
Contact: Tim Salius
Family Division Superior Court
28 Grand Street
Hartford, CT 06106
(203) 566-7973

Fall 1993—Toledo, OH area
AFCC Northcentral Regional Conference
Contact: Caryl Dill or Denise McCalley
(419) 592-0010

Fall 1994—Hamilion, Ont.
AFCC Northcentral Regional Conference
Contact: Gerald McNeilly
Unified Family Court
55 Main Street West
Hamilton, Ont CANADA L8P 1H4

Y

(416) 525-1550

May 1984—Maui, Hawali
1994 AFCC Annual Conference /\\
Contact: Hon. Douglas McNish S

R

2145 Main Street
Watluku, Hi 86793
(808) 572-9642



You are
invited to help us
PLAN, PROMOTE

and
PRODUCE
the

ANNUAL CONFERENCE-MAY 12-15 1993
N-EW O-R-L-E-A-N-S

THE ECONOMIC IMPACT OF DIVORCE

AFCC's 30th Anral Conference will focus on
The Economic Impact Of Divorce. This will
be moere than simply looking &t the dollars and
cents of divorce. Rather, this conference will
examine the BIG PICTURE—the economic
impact of divorce on Children, Adults, Courts,
and Society.

WHAT WOULD YOU LIKE TO SEE
AND HEAR?

WHO SHOULD WE TELL ABOUT THIS
CONFERENCE?

DO YOU HAVE A PROGRAM TO PRESENT?

if you would iike to submit a proposal for a
workshop or presentation: Send a one-two page
description/outline, a fist of participants and
note any audio-visual or other equipment that
you wiil need. Proposals should be directed
toward one of the following topic headings:

m The Economic impact of Diverce
on CHILDREN

m The Economic impact of Diverce
on ADULTS

m The Economic Impact of Divorce
on COURTS

u The Economic Impact of Divorce
on SOCIETY

= SPECIAL ISSUES

We want to make sure that everyone knows
about this conference. Let us know who we
should notify. Do you have mail lists that
wouid be appropriate?

What are the issues that are of special interest
to you? What would you like to know more
about? What would you like others to know
more about?

SEND TO

AFCC

329 W. Wilson Street
Medison, W1 53703
(B08) 251-4001

FAX (608) 251-2231




Association of Family
and Conciliation Courts
329 W. Wilson Street
Madison, Wi 53703

AFCC Poster Now Available

This beautiful full color limited edition com—ﬂ

rr

memorative poster, “Children On a Swing,
was designed for the Southwest Regional
Conference in Albuquergue and may now be
ordered from AFCC. Anyone who atiended
the conference can aftest to its aitractive-
ness. The artist, Catalina, comes from a
family of artists. Her father, Anthony Quinn,
is an actor and accomplished painter and
sculptor. Her maternal grandfather is the
legendary film director Cecll B. DeMilfe.
Posters may be ordered from AFCC for $30,
plus $5.00 shipping and handling. Contact:
AFCC, 329 W Wilson St, Madison, Wi/
53703, (608) 251-4001.
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Memorial Contributions

Should you have an occasion to make a
memorial contribution on behalf of a friend
or relative, consider making a donation *—~
AFCC. The Association will notify the it ‘
vidual or family of your remembrance a
send a confirmation of the gift to the donor.
AFCC is a non-profit association and all gifts
are tax deductible.

DID YOU KNOW?

Children are involved in half of the divorce
cases.

The wife is the petitioner in fwo-thirds of
divorce cases.

Wives have an attorney in 65% of the cases;
husbands in 47%. .

Motions are filed in 28% of divorce cases.
Courts have seen a decline in divorce filings
between 1989-90.

Ninety percent of cases filed in 1989 in 16
urban frial courts had a final decree within
one year,

From The Domestic Relations Courts Study, Na-
tional Center for State Courts, 300 Newport
Avenue, Williarnsburg, VA 23187, (804) 253-2000.
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