~

NEWSLETTER

Association of Family and Conciliation Courts

An international association of judges, counselors, court evaluators, mediators, and lawyers

Volume 7, Number 3
Summer, 1988

Co-editors: Stanley N. Cohen
Ann Milne

AFCC—The next 25 years

Although AFCC's 25th Anniversary
Conference is now history, the enthusi-
asm of the 400 conference registrants
portends an exciting future for the field
of family law. Long Beach conference
presenters Judge Denald King, Judith
Wallerstein and Professor Jay Folberg
provided a look at the legal and social
changes that have set the stage for the
21st century as forecasted by confer-
ence closing presenters Joan Kelly and
Stephen Adams.

AFCC's future includes the devel-
opment of six geographic regions
encompassing the U.S., Canada, New

“ealand and Australia; and regional

nferences to replace the traditional
ecember mid-winter meeting. The

~ initial reports from the regional coordi-

nators indicate that plans are well
under way and that all six regions will
be hosting a conference in the next 12
months. These regional conferences
will provide an opportunity for AFCC to
reach out to new members and tailor
conference presentations to meet local
needs.

Incoming president Judge Law-
rence Kaplan’s interest in member-
ship development and the activities
of AFCC’s committees indicate that
“AFCC is on the move!”

Over the next year, AFCC will be
producing several new pamphlets and
formalizing a technical assistarice pro-
gram to assist new couitis and to en-
hance ongoing services provided by
existing court programs.,

Ann Milne, former AFCC Secre-
tary, will become AFCC's new Execu-
tive Director, replacing Stanley Co-
hen, who will bé retiring January 1,
~“7389. Dr. Cohen has served as Execu-

e Director for the past five years.
«nder his direction, AFCC has grown

from a paid membership of 300 to
1,000 and has become truly interna-
tional with members in Great Britain,
New Zealand, Australia, Israel and
Sweden.

AFCC's committees continue to
be the work horses of the organiza-
tion. More than 25 comimittees provide
an opportunity for members io actively
participate in the planning and devel-
ocpment of AFCC's many aclivilies.
Committees include those that focus
on specific court services, such as cus-
tody evaluation and mediation, te in-
terest groups for each of the major dis-

ciplines that make up AFCC's interdis-
ciplinary membership. Other commii-
tees address contemporary social is-
sues such as family violence, public
policy, and research.

The next 25 years? New issues: in-
creased legislation directed toward
family-related concerns, judicial deci-
sion making, family decision making,
courts and expanded services...and
AFCC continuing to provide an inter-
disciplinary forum for the exchange of
ideas and the development of solutions
to problems of family discord.
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Legisiative news

California

Proposed SB 1306 would rescind sev-
eral critical sections of California’s joint
custody law. Amendments include
removal of preference or rebuttable
presumption for joint custody. Critics
have mounted an aggressive lobby to
defeat the hill and its emphasis on
returning to a sole-custody concept.

Colorado

Passage of a psychotherapy licensure
bill covers social workers, psycholo-
gists, marriage and family therapisis
and professional counselors. Although
licensure is not mandatory, the law
requires practitioners to be licensed in
order to treat mentally ill persons, tobe
protected by state confidentiality laws,
and to hold clients involuntarily if they
are deemed to be a threat to themselves
or others. -

Congress

Twenty-nine countries have signed the
Hague Convention of 1980 which re-
quires that a child who is wrongfully
taken or detained be returned io the
nation of the child's “habitual resi-
dence.” The Convention further re-
quires that ifa child is moved tc another
couniry and a parent is wrongfully
denied “rights of access,” the country
where the child is located must enforce
access rights. The U.S. will be the tenth
country to implement this interna-
tional agreement.

Pennsylvania

Senate Bill 409 was signed into law
amending the 1980 no-faunlt divorce
Jaw to include reducing the waiting
time for a divorce from three years to
two, providing consideration of custody
issues by the court at the same time as
property distribution, and allowing
couples to remain in the home together
while meeting the standard of living

separate and apart.

Wisconsin

Act 355 perinits the court to order joint
legal custody even when the parenis do
not agree and requires all counties to
make mediation services available in
actions affecting the family. Mediation
is required in all actions where it ap-
pears that a child's legal custody or
physical placement is contested. Fund-

ing for these services is provided
through increases in filing fees and/or
user fees. An attorney must complete
three hours of approved continuing
legal education training in order to be
appointed as a GAL.

Child Find helps
return children

The Child Find Mediation program
is an innovative approach to solving
cases of abduction in which a child is
kidnapped by one of its parenis. The
program uses mediation as a forum for
returning the child to a more stable
environment. Begun in Florida in 1988,
the program has assisted in the loca-
tion of more than 1830 missing chil-
dren. Executive Director Carolyn Zogg
attended AFCC's May conference.
AFCC members Patrick Phear, Michael
Lang and Thomas Bishop have each
mediated the rettrn of a missing child
for Child Find.

For more information, contact

Child Find of America

7 Innis Ave.; New Paltz, NY 12561

{914) 255-1848.

Insarance

Complete Equity Markets, Inc., AFCC's
professional liability insurance broker,
is pleased to announce the availabilty
of Mediation Professional Liability In-

[.

The National Instituie for Dispute
Resolution {NIDR) has funded a proj-
ect to collect and catalog videotapes
available for teaching and training in
alternative dispute resolution. Videos
will be reviewed and catalogedin aFall
1988 publication. NIDRis interested in
all videotapes on negotiation, media-
tion, arbitration, settlement confer-
ences, mini trials and any hybrid
approaches or use of neutral facilita-
tors. If you would like to have a vide-
otape listed and described in the NIDR
catalog, along with ordering informa-
tion, send a copy of the video tape to
project director Jay Folberg, Lewis and- -
Clark Law School, 10015 SW Terr .
liger, Portland, OR 97219. -

(503) 244-11 81. -

surance fo Ontario, Canada, media-
tors. Soon to follow— British Columbia
and Quebec. Please contact CEM, 1098
Milwaukee Ave.,Wheeling, IL 60090.

AFCC to sponso'r dialogue on
domestic abase and mediation

The Mediation and Domestic Violence
Committees of AFCC will be jointly
sponsoring a national dialogue on the
use of mediation in matiers involving
domestic abuse. The Dialogue will be
held May 22-23, 1989, immediately
preceding AFCC’s annual meeting in
Chicago. Representatives from organi-
zations interested in the subject will be
invited to participate in the discussion.
The format will allow for a thoughtful

definition of the issues and concerns
and the opportunity to organize efforis
to further explore and research some of
the social, policy and procedural is-
sues. Further information will be made
available through the Newsletter. If you
are interested in being involved or knonr
of others who would like to particips/
please send the information to +
Milne, 314 E. Mifflin St., Madison, WI'
53703. (608) 251-0604

2



Kaplan emphasizes
-.<embership oatreach

Judge Lawrence Kaplan, Pitts-
burgh, Pennsylvania, assumed the of-
fice of President of AFCC from Hugh
Mclssac at the May annual conference.
Judge Kaplan is a vocal advocate of the
benefits of mediation services for dis-
puting couples. One of his primary
objectives over the next year is to in-
crease the visibility of AFCC and reach
out through our regional efforts to new
members and those who have not had
an opportunity to be active in AFCC

Member news

E. Mavis Hetherington, Ph.D., Profes-
sor of Psychology, University of Vir-
ginia, will be honored for her outstand-
ing research and contributions to the

derstanding of divorce at AFCC's
_ rtheast regional Conference in Ar-
“Tangton, Virginia, October 19-21, 1988.
She will also be the recipient of the
American Association for Marriage and
Family Therapy’s Distinguished Contri-
bution to Family Therapy Award. In
addition io publishing nearly 70 ar-
ticles, Dr. Hetherington is currently
engaged in a five-year $1.25 million
National Institute for Mental Health
training program in family process and
psychopathology.

Joan Kelly, Ph.D., Executive Director
of the Northern California Mediation
Center, became President of the Acad-
emy of Family Mediators at their an-
nual meeting in July in Portland. Kelly,
a founding member of AFM, was a clos-
ing speaker at AFCC's 25th Anniver-
sary Conference and has made signifi-
cant contributions to the fields of di-
verce and mediation.

Hon. Frank Orlando, Fi. Lauderdale,
Florida, has left the bench to become

| activities. Regionalization will allow
. AFCC to "goto ourmembers” and show-

case the wide array of court programs.
Kaplan emphasizes AFCC's unique

_position among professional organiza- :

tions as the only association to provide
an interdisciplinary forum for the dis-

_cussion and examination of family-re-

lated issues. With this in mind, he an-

ticipates his year as president to be a

busy one as he represents AFCC at a

" number of outreach functions.

at Florida Atlantic University's Brow-
ard Campus. His new address and
phone number: University Tower, Flor-
ida Atlantic University, Broward Cam-
pus, 220 SE 2nd Ave., Ft. Lauderdale,
FL 33301 (305) 355-5255.

Miriam Fisher , Tivon, is the incoming
President of Israel Family Mediation.
Ms. Fisher is a comprehensive media-
tor in Israel and has been Norithern
Regional Chairperson for many years,
She succeeds Binyamin Markowitz as
President.

Hon. Susan Sedgewick died in 1988,
following a long illness. Judge Sedge-
wick was a former member of AFCC and
chaired AFCC’s conference in Minnea-
polis in 1977. She had been on the
Minnesota Appellate Court.

Joel Shawn, San Francisco atiorney
and mediator and newly elected AFCC

Board member, serves as chairperson

of the ABA's Mediation and Arbitration

"Comunittee, and is a member of the

Executive Committee of the ABA Family
Law Section.

AFCC members
publish

Hon. Irwin Cantor, Superior Court
Judge in Maricopa County, Arizona,
and an AFCC past President and Char-
les Marshall Smith, Professor of Law at
the University of Arizona are co-au-
thors of Arizona Pructice— Marriage
Dissolution Practice, Vol. 3 of West’s
Arizona Practice Series. This volume
covers all aspects of marriage dissolu-
tion in Arizona, including acquisition
and division of marital property, cus-
tody awards, child support guidelines,
and spousal maintenance. Order from
West Publishing Company, 50 W. Kel-
logg Blvd., P.O. Box 64526, St. Paul,
MN 55164.

Professor Jay Folberg and Ann Milne,
ACSW, are co-editors of Divorce Media-
tion— Theory and Practice published by
Guilford Publishers. This compendium
brings together a wide range of noted
practitioners and researchers to fill the
need for comprehensive ireatment of
the burgeoning field of divorce media-
tion. ($31.50 thru Sept. 1988) Order
from Guilford Publications, Inc., Dept.
42; 72 Spring Street; New York, NY
10012. Toll-free: 1-800-221-3966; in
NY (212) 431-93800.

Florence Kaslow, Ph.D., and Lita
Linzer Schwartz have collaborated io
write The Dynamics of Divorce—A Life
Cycle Perspective. Based upon their
clinical experience and research; the
authors discuss the psychosocial ef-
fects of divorce and treatment-related
issues in terms of such variables as
gender, age, length of marriage, pres-
ence of children, self image, emotional
resources, extended family, education,
and community resources. {$35.00
plus postage of $1.75) Order from
Brunner/Mazel; 191 Union Square;

,.-Director of the Center for Youth Policy New York, NY 10003




Regional News

North Central region kicks off new

meeting format

North Central: {OH, IN, KY, IL, MO. 1A, NE, SD, ND, MIN, W1, MI, Ontario, Manitoba)

An Interdisciplinary Approach
for Professionals is the theme of this
first regional conference, This regional
meeting has been planned as an out-
reach mission to extend AFCC to new
members and new jurisdictions. A pre-
conference technical assistance work-
shop will be held on The Development of
a Court-Connected Counseling Service
for those courts and jurisdictions wish-
ing assistance in establishing and im-
proving counseling, evaluation and me-
diation services. Ann Milne, ACSW,

incoming Executive Director, will pres-
ent the plenary address on Interdisciplt
nary Cooperation. Workshop topics
include parent-child mediation, coping
with divorce, tips from the bench, ex-
pert witness, child abuse, substance
abuse, and mandatory mediation.
Robert Benjamin, attorney and media-
tor, will moderate a montage on chiid
sexual abuse. This meeting has been
coordinated by Ellen Rudd, NC Re-
gional Coordinator, and siaff from the
Airing Instituie in Cincinnati.

Cincinnati rolis out the red carpet

Cincinnati, the “Queen City of the
Chio River” and home of Steven
Spielberg, Pete Rose and the Red Sox,
the fire pole, WKRP, and chili served five
differentways, will be rolling out the red
carpet for this first regional conference.
The Westin Hotel, located in the heart of
historic Fountain Square, offers all the
elegance of one of the world’s grand
hotels., Cincinnati is celebrating its
200th birthday in '88 and the city will
be shined up from Riverfront Stadium,
the space-age home of the Red Soxand

the Bengals, to Kings Island, an amuse-
ment park for everyone, Cincinnati is
an acclaimed restaurant town with food
for every taste. A cruise on the Ohio
River or a drive into the hills of this
“comin’ on strong city” can be a pleas-
ant activity before or after the confer-
ence. Make your hotel reservations
early as this is a popular season and
many birthday celebrations are
planned.

Westin Hotel ($86/night):

(513) 621-7700.

Upcoming regional meetings

Southwest: {CA, NV, UT, AZ, HI, NM, Australia, New Zealand)
Dec. 1-3, 1988; Doubletree Inn; Scotisdale, Arizona: D.R. en Trial
Contact: Linda Kerr;111 W. Congress; Tucson, AZ 85711; (602) 792-6344
or Pat Dixon; 201 W. Jefferson; Phoenix, AZ 85003; (602) 262-3296

Northwest: (AK, WA, OR, ID, MT, WY, Saskatchewan, Alberta,

BC, Yukon, NW Territory}

Jan. 53-7, 1989; Seattle, Washington

Contact: Marjory Hellman; King County Courthouse; 3rd and James,
W-364; Seattle, WA 98104; {208) 583-4690 or Jane Grafton;
32862 West Avenue; Vancouver, BC, Canada V6K 1H5; {604) 733-4021

Southeast: (NC, SC, GA, FL, AL, MS, TN}

February, 1989; Crlando, Florida

Contact: T. Ailene Hubert; 507 SE 6th, 2nd floor; Fi. Lauderdale, FL 33301

(305} 765-4012
South Central: (CO, OK, TX, AR, LA}

Late February or early March, 1989

Contact: Linda Hahn; Old Courthouse, 3rd Flr; Dallas, TX; (214) 653-7674
or Bymece Gluckstern; 1050 S. Monaco #16; Denver, CO 80224

(303) 765-4012

AFCC and
Virginia
Mediation
Network sponsor
NE regional
meeting

Noriheast: (ME, MA, NJ, CT, NH, RI,
VT, PA, MD, DE, DC, VA, WVA, Quebec,
Newfoundland, Nova Scotia, PE])

AFCC and the Virginia Mediation
Network have combined forces to host
Different Sides of Different Coins.
The Virginia Mediation Network, organ-
ized in 1985 by representatives of the
Court Service Units, is an interdiscipli-
nary group of 300 professionals work-
ing with families through the Juvenile
and Domestic Relations Courts, De-
partment of Social Services, and private
practice.

Conference organizers Tim Salius,
Bob Tompkins, Diane Bryner, “ ™.
Butler, Donnie Conner and Joa
Jackson are old hands at putting «..
conferences that bring together a “Hit
Parade” of talent. Jonathan Peck, Asso-
ciate Director of the Institute for Alter-
native Futures, will start things offwith
a presentation on Fumilies and Courts
inthe 21st Century, Thomas Bishop will
moderate a panel of parents discussing
the legal and emotional divorce process
from their points of view. This will be
mirrored by a panel of professionals
commenting on their views of the proc-
ess. Ann Milne, AFCC incoming Execu-
tive Director, will address a plenary
session on Taking a Look af Conflict—
the Story Behind the Story and Emily
Brown, LCSW, will be presenting on
The Effects of Affairs and New Relation-
ships on Family Mediation. Workshops
include Mediation in the Juvenile
Court, Social and Policy Issues, Con-
flict Resolution Theory and Practice,
Poverty and Divorce, Custody Evalu-
ations, and Ethical Issues.

E. Mavis Hetherington, Ph.D., Pro-
fessor of Psychology, University of Vir-
ginia, will be honored for her outstand-
ing research and coniributions tc
understanding of divorce and fam:
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Association of Family and Conciliation Courts « Publication Order Form

FILMS/VIDEO TAPES

Custody Resolution Counseling: Designed for training counselors in mediation techniques for family disputes con-
cerning custody and visitation. Color, 45 minutes. Rental-$40/5 days; Purchase-$1 30.

A Family Affair: Designed to inform judges and other professionals of the legal remedies and implications regarding
child abuse. This film is a gold medal winner. New York International Film and Television Festival {1982), First Prize
winner, American Film Festival (1982) in its category. Gold medal, National Council Family Relations (1983). Avail-
able in 16 mm or video cassette through VISUCOM Productions, Inc., 1255 Veterans Bivd., Redwood City, CA
94063. Rental-$60/3 days; Purchase -$450.

You're Still Mom and Dad: A sensitive portrayal of the issues of Joint Custody. Designed for parénts, professionals,
and others who wish to understand and implement this post-divorce parenting plan. Color, 38 minutes. Video Cas-
" sette: Rental-$40/5 days?¥ Purchase-$100.

——

" UBLICATIONS
N

Guidelines for Court-Connected Child Custody Evaluation: A procedural guide for custody evaluators. Devel-
oped by AFCC Committee on Custody Evaluation, this booklet provides a much needed practical format that can be
used easily by evaluators charged with the responsibility of preparing custody evaluation reports for use by domestic
rejations courts. ($4.50)

Guidelines for Establishing a Court Connected Counseling Service: A manual for courts and individuals with
helptui information regarding how to establish a court connected counseling service. $3.50.

My Mom and Dad Are Getting a Divorce: Writien by Florence Bienenfeld, an AFCC member and conciliation court
counselor in Los Angeles, this colorfully illustrated book appeals to children whose parents are going through divorce
and assists parents in understanding their children’s feelings. Available for $3.95 plus $1.25 postage and handling
from Changing Times Education Service, Division of EMC Publishing. 300 York Avenue, St. Paul, MN 55101.

Divorce and Family Mediation: History, Review, Future Considerations: A monograph, published in the December,
1982 issue Conciliation Courts Review. This 45 page article presents a well researched history of the developmerit
of mediation in the field of divorce. $2.50 each.

Divorce Mediation Final Report: The findings of the AFCC sponsored project are now available in a bound volume.
The project was under the direction of Dr. Jessica Pearson. The findings are presented in eleven exiensive reports
and is an important contribution to the field. Copies are available for $25.00 by contacting Dr. Jessica Pearson, 1720
Emerson St., Denver, CO 80218. (303) 837-1555.




PAMPHLETS

Parents Are Forever: Internationally acclaimed pamphlet used by Conciliation Court staff, family courts, lawyers, coun-
selors and mediators to assist families in the divorce process. Pamphlet addresses custody and visitation issues and
assists parents in using the divorce experience as an opportunity for growth.

Guide For Stepparents: This pamphlet provides guidelines that will assist the blended family in working together.

Joint Custody: A New Way of Being Related: This brochure provides guidelines for parents considering joint custody
of their children and suggestions for what to include in a joint custody agreement.

Twenty Questions Divorcing Parents Ask About Their Children: This brochure answers 20 of the most commonly
asked questions about how to help children adjust to divorce such as “How can parents prepare children for divorce?” and
“What kinds of things are especially damaging to children’?”

is Mediation for Us?: This brochure has been developed to provide basic information about the use of mediation in

resolving family conflict. Presented in a clear and concise manner, this pamphlet describes the mediation process tothe
potential consumer.

" THE FOLLOWING MATERIAL IS AVAILABLE DIRECTLY THROUGH AFCC

Total

VIDEQ TAPES - Cost @ Number Price
Custody Resolution Counseling: Rental- $40/5 days; Purchase - $130
You're still Mom and Dad: Rental - $40/5 days; Purchase - $100
PUBLICATIONS -
Guidelines for Court-Connected Child Custody Evaluations $4.50
Guidelines for Establishing Court-Connected Congclliation and

Mediation Services B 3.50
Divorce and Family Mediation: Hiétory, Review and Future/Brown | 2.50
1984 AFCC Annual Conference Syllabus (Denver) 8.00
1984 AFCC Mid-Winter Conference Syllabus (Scottsdale) | 8.00
PAMPHLETS _
“Parents are Forever” | .25
“Guide for Stepparents” .25
“Twenty Questions Divorcing Parents Ask About Their Children” .25
“Joint Custody: A. New way of Being Related” .25
“Is Mediation for Us?” ' .25

(Pamphiet Orders over 1,000 — $ .20 each)

POSTAGE INCLUDED IF ORDERS ARE PREPAID
Checks payable in U. S. Funds to:

Name Association of Family and
Address Conciliation Courts ) B
cfo OHSU. Dept. of Psychiatry
. . Gaines Hall, Room 149
szsﬁafezlp 3181 SW Sam Jackson Park Roau
Portland, OR 97201
Phone

(503) 279-5651

NL Suss 6



Ireland Uses
Mediation

Alithough there is no legal means of
divorce in Ireland, couples who
separate need a way to address the
issues of living apart. Family media-
tion is being used by an increasing
number of couples. The Family
Mediation Service of Dublin, funded
by the Justice Depariment, has
handled 600 inquiries and has begun
350 mediation cases In its first year
of operation. Mediation in Ireland
requires creative problem solving
skills when dividing pensions and es-
tablishing maintenance and child
support in a relationship that is still
deemed to be legally intact.

Meyer Elkin
Essay Contest

The Awards Committee has estab-
lished the Meyer Elkin Essay Award
in the amount of $250 to be pre-
sented to the author of an original
article for the Conciliation Courts
Review, Articles will be biind reviewed
by a committee consisting of Judge
Irwin Cantor, chair of the Awards
Commitfee, and Review co-editors
Hugh Mclssac and Stanley Cohen.
The winner will be announced and
presented with a plaque and financial
award at AFCC's annual meeting in
May 1988 in Chicago.

Articles must conform to the
guidelines for Review articles and be
directed io either of the two following
subjects;

1. The menta? health professional
as a witness in court

2.Shared parenting, is it working?

Articles may be submitted to Hon.
Irwin Cantor, Superior Court, Mari-
copa County, 201 W. Jefferson St.,
Phoenix, AZ 85003 (602) 262-3855.



AFCC Newsletter
fAdvertising Rates

Advertising copy must be received
by the 15th of the month preced-
ing publication. Send your cam-
era-ready advertising copy and
payment in US funds to:

Association of
Family and Conciliation Courts
c/o CHSU, Dept. of Psychiatry
Gaines Hall, Rm. 149
3181 S'W. Sam Jackson Park

Road
Portland, OR 97201
Full page......... $350
Half page......... $250
Third page ........ $125
Sixth page ........ $ 75

The AFCC Newsletter is pub-
lished four timnes a year in Janu-
ary, April, July and October.
News items should be sent by the
15th of the month preceding
publication to Newletter Editor,
Ann L. Milne, 314 E. Mifflin St.,
Madison, WI 53703
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